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ABSTRACT

Aim of the study was to compare the bactericidal efficacy of 0.3 percent
ofloxacin ophthalmic solution with 0.3 percent gatifloxacin solution on conjunctival flora. It
was a prospective and randomized double blind study. One hundred patients of senile
cataract were admitted to undergo cataract surgery and were divided into two groups of 50
each, with topical ofloxacin solution being instilled in group | patients and topical
gatifloxacin solution being instilled in group Il patients, thrice a day for one day prior to
surgery. Conjunctival swabs were taken from patients of both the groups before and after 24
hours of instillation of first dose of ophthalmic solution. Bacterial isolates were identified and
colony forming units (CFU) were calculated. Overall decrease in median CFU count was
33.33 percent and 60 percent after instillation of ofloxacin and gatifloxacin respectively
which was statistically significant (p=0.019). Preoperative prophylaxis with gatifloxacin was
more effective in decreasing the human conjunctival bacterial flora. (J Infect Dis Antimicrob
Agents 2010;27:85-9.)
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