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ABSTRACT 
While urinary tract infections are common, the severe complications of renal and 

perinephric abscess formation are infrequent especially when associated with pyothorax.  We 
report the first case of Arcanobacterium bernardiae causing perinephric abscess and 
empyema thoracis.  (J Infect Dis Antimicrob Agents 2010;27:103-8.)  
 
Note: This case had been presented and discussed in the Interhospital Case Conference on 
Infectious Diseases (ICCID), 26 March 2010, Bangkok, Thailand. 
 
Division of Infectious Diseases and Tropical Medicine, Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj 
Hospital, Mahidol University, Bangkok 10700, Thailand. 
Received for publication: June 2, 2010. 
Reprint request:  Rujipas Sirijatuphat, M.D., Division of Infectious Diseases and Tropical Medicine, Department 

of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, Bangkok 10700, 
Thailand. 

Keywords: Arcanobacterium bernardiae, perinephric abscess, empyema thoracis, urinary tract infection,    
                   actinomycotic-like 


