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Abstract Prevalence of Melioidosis in Patients with Abnormal Chest Roentgenogram
Wiwatworapan T*, Leelarasamee A** Vannasaeng S*** Valaisathien T+, Chaivoraporn M1+
*Department of Medicine, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital, **Department of Medicine,
Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, ***Clinical Epidemiology Unit, Depart-
ment of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, {Fifth Zonal Tuber-
culosis Centre, Nakhon Ratchasima, Tuberculosis Division, Department of Communicable Diseases
Control, Ministry of Public Health, ¥ tDepartment of Pathology, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hos-
pital.
J Infect Dis Antimicrob Agents 1988;5:1-5.

Antibody titres ranging 1:80-1:320 were found in 13.6%, 9.7% and 13.6% of patients
with pulmonary tuberculosis (177), patients with suspected pulmonary tuberculosis (72) and pa-
tients with non-mycobacterial pulmonary disease (45) respectively. Antibody titre for melioidosis
was found to be 1:40 in one patient whose sputum culture was positive for P. pseudomallei. Pa-
tients who work as farmers and gardeners had antibody titres significantly higher than patienis
who had other occupations. It is concluded that antibody titre for melioidosis by indirect hemagg-
lutination method might not be useful in discriminating patients with pulmonary melioidosis from
pulmonary tuberculosis.
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