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Inauguration Address 
by 

Her Royal Highness Professor Doctor 
Princess Chulabhorn 

On the Occasion of the Opening Ceremony of 
The 2nd Western Pacific Congress on Infectious Diseases and Chemotherapy 

Ambassador City Jomtien Hotel, Pattaya 
Tuesday 11 December 1990 

at 16.15 hours 

It is indeed my pleasure to be here today at the into discussion at this meeting. Next week Chulabhorn 
opening of the 2nd Western Pacific Congress on Infec­ Research Institute will organize a meeting in Bangkok 
tious Diseases and Chemotherapy to share this honor­ on "The International Congress on AIDS, a new global 
able occasion given to the Infectious Disease Associa­ challenge: Impacts on developing countries". 
tion of Thailand with the cooperation from the Ministry At present the diagnosis of infectious diseases 
of Public Health and 4 international organizations to and the discovery of new drugs advance so rapidly that 
host this important international Congress. This affords all physicians have to follow them up all the time, or 
the physicians as well as the scientists both from Thai­ otherwise they would be lagged behind very soon and 
land and other countries to publicize their work, and to cannot solve the problems efficiently. 
exchange their knowledge and experiences. I, therefore, wish that this Congress will be suc­

The prevalence of infectious diseases has long cessfully and fruitfully held and will accomplish the 
been encountered as a priority health problem in Thai­ objectives ofthe meeting. As a result, useful knowledge 
land as well as in many other countries in this Pacific and information will be gained leading to the effective 
region. Malaria which has been known for a long time measures to diminish the problems oftreatment, preven­
is still a difficult health problem to solve owing to its tion and control of infectious diseases in future. 
resistance to antimalarial drugs in addition to the unsuc­ I would like to thank those who are responsible 
cessful eradication of the disease. Some infectious for the Congress and the exhibition including the agen­
diseases have been present for a long time, but have only cies and the drug companies for their invaluable assis­
recently been known. They are problems of treatment tance in bringing the Congress to its start. I especially 
resulting in high mortality, for example, melioidosis. appreciate the invited speakers and the participants for 
Chulabhorn Foundation offered a research grant to their participation in the discussion and exchange of 
search for antibiotics that are effective against dissemi­ ideas. 
nated melioidosis in order to reduce its mortality rate Now, the moment is auspicious, I hereby de­
which is at present higher than 80 per cent. The study has clare the Congress open. May this international Con­
just been finished with satisfactory results in reducing gress succeeds in reducing the problems of infectious 
the mortality of the disease. I would not mentioned diseases for the benefit of the world population to fulfill 
much about AIDS which becomes a new important the set objective of this Congress. 
public health problem. However, AIDS will be brought 
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Report Presented to H.R.H. Princess Chulabhorn 
by 

Doctor Sompone Punyagupta 
Chairman, Organizing Committee
 

on the occasion of
 
Her Royal Highness Presence at the Opening Ceremony
 

Tuesday 11 December 1990
 

Your Royal Highness, 

As President of the Infectious Disease Associa­
tion of Thailand and Chainnan of the Organizing 
Committee responsible for the 2nd Western Pacific 
Congress on Infectious Diseases and Chemotherapy, 
and on behalf of the Organizing Committee, invited 
speakers and participants of this Congress, I would like 
to convey to Your Royal Highness our profound grati­
tude and appreciation for Your Royal Highness presid­
ing here today at the opening ceremony of the Congress 
and delivering an interesting keynote lecture. We all 
feel highly honoured and gratified by Your Royal High­
ness being so kind and thoughtful. 

In December 1986, the Infectious Disease As­
sociation of Thailand organized the International Con­
gress on Bacterial and Parasitic Drug Resistance in 
Bangkok. It was so kind of Your Royal Highness to 
preside at its opening ceremony and to deliver a keynote 
lecture. That was the first academic gathering ofphysi­
cians and scientists in the field of infectious diseases 
from all over the world, including health societies and 
organizations who felt that this kind of meeting should 
also be convened in the Western Pacific region. As the 
result, tlte Western Pacific Society of Chemotherapy 
was established, and the First Western Pacific Congress 
on Infectious Disease and Chemotherapy was organized 
in Malaysia in February 1989. It is so gratifying to see 
as many as 1,300 participants from 47 countries gather­
ing here today. This indicates that the significance of 
infectious diseases is recognized by all nations. Espe­
cially now, that the spreading of AIDS is threatening 

everybody worldwide, this Congress will offer the 
opportunity to disseminate the results of the work and 
exchange knowledge, experiences and ideas among the 
participants. During the following 3 days of the Con­
gress there will be altogether 55 plenary sessions and 
symposiums, not including many other scientific contri­
butions, which I hope will satisfy all participants and be 
useful to the medical field of infectious diseases. 

I would like to mention that this Congress is 
successfully organized by the Infectious Disease Asso­
ciation of Thailand and the Western Pacific Society of 
Chemotherapy under the patronage of the Ministry of 
Public Health ofThailand, International Society ofChe­
motherapy, International Society for Infectious Dis­
eases, and Paul Ehrlich Gesellschaft. We also receive 
financial assistance from many pharmaceutical compa­
nies. We would like to convey our thanks and apprecia­
tion to all of them. 

Finally, I would like to thank all ofthe speakers, 
delegates and participants for their interest in attending 
this Congress and contributing useful infonnation. I 
hope that all your efforts will be fruitful and beneficial 
to the health of the world population. 

On this auspicious occasion, for the reputation 
of the 2nd Western Pacific Congress on Infectious 
Diseases and Chemotherapy, and for the glory of all 
participants, may I have the honour of inviting Your 
Royal Highness Professor Doctor Princess Chulabhorn 
to declare the opening of the Congress and to kindly 
deliver the keynote lecture which will contribute useful 
infonnation and will bring delightness and satisfaction 
to all of us here. 
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